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Trump Talk 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• January 26th—Unit 241 Board Meet-

ing at House of Cards 

• February 7th-10th—Sectional at 

Westside Community Center 

• March 30th— City wide Youth Tour-

nament, Omaha Bridge Studio 

• April 20th & 21st—Rising Stars 

Tournament at House of Cards 

• April 28—Annual Awards Party, 

Marriott Hotel 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
Please stop into The Bridge Studio OR The Center Mall Bridge Club to vote for YOUR 

Unit 241 Board of Directors. Hurry, Voting Ends, December 30, 2012  

 

Cornhusker Unit 241 Official Board of Directors Ballot  

1. Vote for up to four (4) candidates by marking an "x" in the box beside the candi-

date's name. 

2. Seal your ballot in an election envelope. 

3. Fill in the requested information on the envelope (blank envelopes will not be 

counted). 

4. Place envelope in ballot box.  

 

You may only vote once.  

 

Candidates for 2013-2014 term:  

 Clairie Flatowicz  Robley Garrigan 

 Cookie Hoberman Kenneth McNary 

 G.K. Rhoads  Darlene Rischling 

  

 

The new owners are Lorri Brockman and Justin Graver. They should be well known to readers 

because they are both former Unit 241 board members. Lorri was Secretary for 2011 and 

much of 2012.  Justin was the board President for more years than he chooses to count 

(nearly seven, for the record). We will miss their dedication and energy on the board, and 

thank them for their years of service. "I talked with Freda several months ago because I had 

an interest, but I realized I could not do it alone” says Lorri. "Later in conversation with Justin 

we discovered neither of us wanted to see the club close if no buyers could be found; the 

rest is history.” Freda Thornbrough, the current owner of CMBC, is doing all she can to make 

the transition on January 1, 2013 as easy as possible for Lorri and Justin. "I've been managing 

the club for eight years, while often directing four games per week, and I'm tired!" says 

Freda. "Now Don and I will have…                                                                                   continued on 

page 3 

FINAL DATE TO USE  

MENTORING COUPONS IS 

 DECEMBER 31ST,2012 

Thank you Mentors!!! 
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Board of Directors 

 
Darlene Rischling, Acting Presi-
dent 2012 
Evelyn Hewson, Secretary 2012 
Elise Parish, Treasurer 2013 
Sharon Gathmann 2013 
Cookie Hoberman 2012 
Chris Hatton 2013 
Claire Flatowitcz 2012 
Dee Miller 2013 
 

 

The Buffett Cup is a World Class competition between the USA 

and Europe.  Bob Hamman approached me to do the event 

and I said “no”…until Mary Bernstein and Nancy Noddle 

(professional event planners) agreed to help, said event over-

all General Chair, Cookie Hoberman.   Last September Omaha 

hosted the Buffett Cup and set a new standard.   

This would not have been possible without the following com-

mittee:              

Honorary Chair:     Ruth Scott 

General Chair:      Leslie “Cookie” Hoberman 

Event Planning and Arranging:   Mary Bernstein and Nancy 

 Noddle 

Transportation & Volunteers:  Claire Flatowicz and Robyn Amis                               

Publicity and Promotion:   Marcia Jones 

Invitations:  Minna Lou Mercer 

Reservations Opening Event:   Minna Lou Mercer & Janie 

 Strattan  

Viewgraph Local Commentary:   George Jacobs 

Reservations for Events:     Paula Albert      

Advisor/Creator:       Bob Hamman 

CARING COMMITTEE 

The Unit 241 Caring Committee provides unit acknowledgement of life events, 
including but not limited to births, marriages, hospitalization and deaths.             
If you aware of members with life events, please contact Jane Dunn at 402-493-
5804 or email wjdunn3@cox.net OR Thelma Cole at 402-235-2168 or email-
chasandthel@netscape.net   There are also card/envelopes at each club you can 
complete and the committee will retrieve. Unit 241 cares! 

BRIDGE IN SCHOOLS 

 

 

WORLD CLASS EVENT 

HOSTED BY UNIT 241  

ACBL Unit 241 sponsored the second annual "Youth 
Day at the Nebraska Regional" on Thursday from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Twenty-four young players 
participated in this 6 table sanctioned game. Seven 
were accomplished bridge players from Kansas City, 
MO. The other players varied in experience 
and were a product of Omaha's Bridge In Schools 
program. Some had just completed the Cornhusker 
Youth Bridge Academy held in July. Their ages 
ranged from 10 to 16, and their points ranged from 0-
2. Fifteen of the 24 are ACBL members, some as a 
result of the generous gift from Billy Miller, who 
bought…..                                        Continued on Page 4 

Ruth Scott agreed to be honorary Chair and many of her friends 

came to honor her at the Opening ceremony.  Also at the Open-

ing Ceremony $17,000 was donated to local charities by the 

Buffett Cup as a thank you for hosting the event.  The charities 

included Bridge in the Schools, Partnership for Our Kids, Project 

Harmony, Take Flight Farms and Completely Kids. 

The  Sponsors that made the donations possible were Omaha 

Steaks, Wells Fargo Advisers and Borsheims Jewelry. Mary Max-

well was the entertainment and she delighted all the guests. 

The competition took place over 4 ½ days and culminated by an 

exciting finish…down to the last 7 hands and for the first time 

the host country won!  Each night  local players offered their 

homes for parties provided by the Buffett Cup.  Barbara and 

Marshall Kushner, Ray and Ann Pape and Bob and Kay Owen 

opened their doors and demonstrated what “Midwestern hos-

pitality” is all about. 

EUROPEAN TEAM 2012 

Fulvio Fantoni and Claudio Nunes (Italy) 

Ricco Von Prooijen and Louk Verhees (Netherlands) 

Father and son Michel and Thomas Bessis (France) 

Sally Brock and Nicola Smith (England) 

Kalin Karaivanov and Rumen Trendafilov (Bulgaria)  

Paul Hackett and Tom Hanlon (England) 

Paul Porteous-non playing Captain 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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MaryAnn Higgins of Omaha, Nebraska directs the Tues-
day afternoon game at Omaha Bridge Studio. She has 
been playing over 30 years, after learning from her Aunt 
Molly Higgins. What I like most about being a director is 
I’ve known most of my players for years, some over 
twenty years. I think of them as good friends. 

• First Job = Concession Stand at Merrit Beach 

• Favorite book = Spirit Lake by MacKinlay Kantor 

• What do you most enjoy about playing bridge = 
Very dear friends that I would never had know if not 
for bridge. Playing against some of the best. 

• Guilty Pleasure = Dark Chocolate 

• Passion Outside of Bridge = I collect 
vintage costume jewelry. 

• Favorite Place to Vacation = Ari-
zona 

• Whose brain would you like to pick 
= Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

more time to travel to NABCs (national bridge tournaments) and actually play bridge." Freda 

will continue to help with directing through the spring and plans to keep her Monday evening 

newcomers game going as long as she can. The official transition will be marked by a special 

New Years Eve game at the CMBC. The new owners have no immediate plans to make 

changes. "Our primary objective is to learn the ropes and keep the games running." says 

Justin. "After we are comfortable with the management and operations of the club, I'm sure 

we you will start to see our fingerprints on things. Of course, we would 

like to build up the current games and add more, but first things first." 

One immediate change will be a new name. The Center Mall Bridge 

Club will become House of Cards. Justin will primararily handle the game schedule., directors and tech-

nology, while Lorri will handle the business aspects and marketing. “We are both very excited and confi-

dent about the club's continued success" says Lorri.   

…..CBMC SALE CONTINUED 

Team USA – Buffett Cup 2012 

Bob Hamman and Justin Lall 

Curtis Cheek and Marc Jacobus 

Jill Levin and Jenny Wolpert 

David Berkowitz and Alan Sontag 

Joel Wooldridge and John Hurd 

Brad Moss and Joe Grue 

Donna Compton-non-playing Captain 

The Buffett Cup was broadcast World Wide on BBO 

(Bridge Base On Line) and George Jacobs from Chi-

cago came to Omaha and broadcasted “live” from 

here.  

There were many volunteers that made this Buffett 

Cup the most successful ever: 

 
Diane Ames  Linda Grubb 

Jean Bell   Chris Hatton  

Virginia Bigelow  Cookie hoberman  

Lorri Brockman  Steve Hoff 

Judy Chaffee  Leng Hua  

Art Clausen  Dee Ann Johnson 

Marlene Clausen  Judy Johnson 

Barb Domski  Barbara Kushner  

Mike Edwards  Marshall Kushner  

Leif Erickson  Deana Liddy  

Duane Feekin  Ken McNary 

Mary Ellen Pospichel Minna Lou Mercer  

Claire Flatowicz  Jim Nash  

Pierre Flatowicz  Marlene Ott 

Colleen Fogarty  Mary Ellen Pospischel 

Sharon Gathmann  Ann Will  

Cheryl Gorman  Diane Zipay 

    

 



UNIT 241 TRUMP TALK 

If your email address is not on file with ACBL then 
you might be missing out on regular Unit 241 
emails. Update your profile at acbl.org or contact 
Dee Miller at dmille@cox.net. 

ACBL:  www.acbl.org 

UNIT 241: www.omahabridge.org 

Our new website is up!  Please check it out for latest bridge news in Omaha. 
For suggestions email webmaster @omahabridge.org. If you have website 
experience we could use your assistance.  Thank you!   

BRIDGE IN SCHOOLS CONTINUED 
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Freda Thornbrough has been an owner/manager of Center Mall Bridge club for over eight years. As she hands over the 
reins to Justin Graver and Lorri Brockman at the end of December she reflects on those years. Her favorite part of run-
ning the club are the people and teaching. Freda will continue teaching and directing the Monday night game. When 
asked what single most important piece of advice she can you give Justin & Lorri, Freda replies “this is a people busi-
ness and you have to be willing to bend over backwards to please the people but be sure to only do it in the best inter-
est of all the people”. 

“Never in m life have I had to figure out what to do with my spare time; I don’t ever remember having any and I am sure 
I won’t have a problem now.” Thornborough reports that she and Donald are cruising out on May 5th leaving Miami to 
Portugal for a European tour with stops in Paris, London, Amsterdam; then sailing around Ireland and Scotland. It is 
about a five week trip, “I’m not certain I can stand to be gone that long.” 
 
What do you remember about achieving your life master status? “It was a long time ago when they didn't give out points 
for just attending! What I remember most is that I needed about 1/4 of a gold point for about 2 years. 
I got soooo close soooo many times, but it just kept getting away from me to the point that I thought I would never make 
it. Then, the year that I made it, I got over 100 gold points!!” 

Good luck Freda! 

Farewell Freda 

youth ACBL memberships after last year's Youth Day tournament. He made a generous donation again this year for 
additional memberships for young new players. THANK YOU BILLY! GK Rhoads, our director for the day, also contrib-
uted to the youth memberships for three students. KUDOS TO GK ALSO! 
 
The kids played 10 boards in the morning and after lunch played the remaining 12 boards. Steve Garner and Billy Miller, 
spent a portion of their lunch hour visiting with the young players, sharing their experience and advice. Overall winners 
north/south and east/west were awarded red points and trophies. Medals were awarded to 2nd and 3rd place winners, 
again both north/south and east/west. How exciting for bridge to have these young people participating in duplicate at 
this age. We are to thank Sharon Gathmann who was in charge of Youth Day, GK Rhoads, Director, and 
Darlene Rischling who assisted. This program is run by Sharon, Darlene and Elise Parish. Also assisting this year were 
Margaret Baca set up, and Judy Roberts transportation.  
 
 


